






























































































































































Citation Summary

Juvenile Justice Analysis
The juvenile justice analysis we performed specifically pertained to the states of Illinois and Missouri, although very close geographically, the states could not be farther in their view of how to handle juThe juvenile justice analysis we performed specifically pertained to the states of Illinois and Missouri, although very close geographically, the states could not be farther in their view of how to handle ju-
veniles.  Illinois uses old techniques, has little educational benefits, and scarce, minimal treatment for their youths. Whereas Missouri is on the cutting edge, pushing new techniques and programs, fo-
cuses on education and treatment and, therefore, is the leading example of juvenile facilities within the United States.  The recidivism rates of these two states (Illinois nearing 50%, Missouri below 25%) 
shows just how poor the old ways of juvenile detention work and how well new methods are working. 
Taking a look into how most of the juvenile justice systems work showed just how poorly the youths are treated and how the barbaric techniques that have been used for detention for decades, with 
little positive result.  The mistreatment of youths start before they ever get to the detention center.  The juvenile justice system itself disregards rights of the youths. There are nearly no youths that are in-
formed of their right to an attorney, get an attorney, are made aware of the charges made against them or their right to present evidence to defend themselves.  Once their sentencing is over, very 
few youths are asked if they understand the terms of the ruling and even fewer juvenile court cases actually have the decision documented.  few youths are asked if they understand the terms of the ruling and even fewer juvenile court cases actually have the decision documented.  
Once the juveniles reach the juvenile detention centers, they are often run in a very militaristic manner, much of the time youths, rather than be dealt with by the staff when they became unruly, would 
just be thrown into an isolation room, where they would no longer cause problems to others, however, with the majority of juveniles having mental disorders, this can cause many more problems in the 
future. The cutting edge techniques encourage the youths to comfort one another and have a helpful staff that try to mitigate the issue face to face with the youth by talking to them to get to the 
issue and try to resolve it.  These programs truly try to rehabilitate the youth, rather than punish the youth in a facility where they just “do their time”. Although the programming and physical structure or issue and try to resolve it.  These programs truly try to rehabilitate the youth, rather than punish the youth in a facility where they just “do their time”. Although the programming and physical structure or 
appearance of the facility is important, the staff can make or break a facility as well. Staff must be understanding, patient, and supportive. Stern, militaristic methods get nowhere to solve the issues 
these youths are suffering from, which often results in why they lash out, landing them in such a facility.  Staff must conduct themselves in a manner in which they are viewed as trustworthy role models 
by the youths, someone they can go to to confide in.
Girls are often treated the worst within the juvenile detention centers.  They are often there after committing a lesser crime than boys and when they are punished, they are done so in harsher manner, 
both in the courts and in the juvenile detention facility. This is often due to the “Boys will be boys” stigma, while girls must always conduct themselves.  Girls often get the “hand-me-down” facilities after 
the boys get moved to a new facility.
Mental disorders run rampant amongst youths that are in detention centers, most boys, and nearly all girls have mental disorders, and most have gone as far as attempting or contemplating suicide.  Mental disorders run rampant amongst youths that are in detention centers, most boys, and nearly all girls have mental disorders, and most have gone as far as attempting or contemplating suicide.  
Treating these mental disorders and teaching the youths how to deal with their emotions in a healthy way is instrumental in the success of the juvenile detention system.  Normalcy for these youths is 
also paramount. Youths should not lose their childhood due to being “locked up”. They must understand the consequences of their actions, however, punishment that resembles adult prisons in any 
matter are not effective and detrimental to the youth in a number of ways, as well as the possibility of developing more issues.matter are not effective and detrimental to the youth in a number of ways, as well as the possibility of developing more issues.
After conducting our research our facilities will focus on rehabilitation of the youths and maintaining a sense of normalcy, not punishment.  

Program Analysis
Analysis of spatial connections is critical to this project. There are a number of types of spaces must be taken into account.  Secure spaces vs. non-secure spaces, spaces primarily used by the public, 
staff, and youths, and the necessary connections between specific spaces.  There is a great complexity to designing spaces within a juvenile detention facility.  One must balance security with not put-
ting up ten foot tall chain link fences. One must feel like they have privacy, but be watched constantly.  How one sets up spaces and the connections between will lead to the success or failure of the 
facility itself. It was agreed upon within our group, as well as the others, based on their presentations, that a number of connections are key and two areas act as a sort of hub, in which most areas facility itself. It was agreed upon within our group, as well as the others, based on their presentations, that a number of connections are key and two areas act as a sort of hub, in which most areas 
branch off from. The lobby is the first hub and is essential to connecting the non-secure spaces. The lobby connects to the waiting rooms for the Family Resource and Day Program Center and Secure 
Care Visiting Area as well as to the administrative offices.  The Secure Care Core is the second hub, this time on the secure side of the facility. Nearly all spaces to be used by the youths will be con-
nected to this area, as well as some areas that are used by staff.  
Site Analysis  
The Touch of Nature site allows for much opportunity, however, many aspects of the project must be handled carefully as to not make the youths feel they are being cast from society, but the facility 
must not be so intrusive as to take away from those that currently use the site. The site is heavily wooded and within the Shawnee National Forest, which may provide additional obstacles when it 
comes to construction, tree clearing, and set back restrictions. Harmful insects, such as ticks, mosquitos, and chiggers, are plentiful and their presence may be taken into consideration when designing 
exterior spaces. 
  The history of the site and lake supports the idea of helping and rehabilitating youths. The local Boy and Girl Scout troops, church youth groups, and the Touch of Nature programs all use the area and 
lake, so the idea of a juvenile detention center that focuses on the rehabilitation of wayward youths isn’t far-fetched, although the negative stigma of detention centers may concerns from the public 
and those that currently use Touch of Nature.
  There are a number of spaces that could serve as a potential site to the new juvenile detention facility for girls. The first of which located on Oikos Road, about seven-tenths of a mile south of Camp 2 
at Touch of Nature. This site was formally a stable house that served Touch of Nature, with a gravel service road and small field on the other side of the service road.  The other site is just north of the 
stable house, it is flat and not as densely wooded as much of the other areas of Touch of Nature. It is also nearer to the shoreline of Little Grassy Lake, which would provide for many more activities and 
a possible beach for the facility.
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